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Maintaining the Home:

Repairing Dripping Faucets

A dripping faucet is a common household
problem that most people can fix themselves. To
repair a dripping faucet, follow these steps:

1. Shut off the water to the faucet, either at

the pump or where the supply enters the house
(usually on the side next to the street). It should
be near the water meter. '
Some installations have
a valve under the sink
or lavatory, which is
convenient. (Vis. 1)

2. On some faucets the handle must be removed
to get at the bonnet. To do this, remove the screw
on the top of the faucet and remove the handle.
Lay out all parts in the order you take them off so
you can put them back in that order later.(Vis. 2)
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3. With a monkey wrench or adjustable wrench
remove the bonnet. (Vis. 3)
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4. Remove the valve stem by rotating the handle
in the same direction as you would to shut off the
water. The assembly should come out. (Vis. 4)
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5. Remove the screw on the bottom and pry out
the old rubber washer. Be sure to replace the
washer with the same size and type. If you do not
have a washer of the appropriate size you might
try reversing the present washer. This would be

a temporary solution especially if the washer is

a flat disc and not a coned washer. Measure the
diameter. For the first replacement buy a package
of assorted sizes and remember what size your
faucet requires. (Vis. 5)
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6. Check the valve seat to be sure it is not scored.

(Vis. 6)
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7. Reassemble the faucet in the reverse order you
disassembled it.

Vis. 6

8. Turn the water back on.

Repairing Single-Lever Faucets

Single-lever (one handle) faucets are trickier

to repair than the stem faucets previously
mentioned. There are several different styles of
single-lever faucets, with each being repaired
differently and some often requiring special

tools for disassembly. Most manufacturers sell a
complete repair kit for their brand of faucet. The
rotating ball faucet is the most common, and
below are the steps in its repair.

1. Under the shank of the /()}
handle is a screw that must P <7
be removed with a hex e

wrench. Do not take the
screw all the way out. It is

easily lost. (Vis. 7) Vis. 7

2. If the drip is from the spout, replace the two
rubber valve seats STEM

and steel springs CAM ASSEMRLY
g

in the bottom of

the faucet body. 3 -
Unscrew the cap @\\
assembly and lift i
out the ball/stem s

and cam assembly. }_/—,4(/_/’); b 8
(Vis. 8)
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3. With fingers on long nose pliers, remove the
valve seats and springs. Push replacements firmly
into place. While you have the ball out, check for

corrosion and replace if necessary. (Vis. 9)
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4. When replacing the ball,
make sure that the peg that
projects from the side of cavity ~__

fits into the oblong slot on the
ball. (Vis. 10)

5. Replace the cam assembly as shown, making
sure that the small tab on the side fits into a slot
on the faucet body; screw on the
cap assembly. (Vis. 11)

6. Before reattaching the faucet
handle check for leaks around
the stem by moving the ball/stem to the “on”
position. If there is a leak, use the tip of a small
screwdriver to tighten the adjusting ring by
turning it clockwise. If, in order to stop the leak,
you have to tighten the ring so that the handle is
difficult to work, then the entire cam assembly
needs to be replaced. (Vis. 12)

Vis. 11

Vis. 12

This material was adapted from publications
produced by Michigan State University. Michigan
State publications can be found on the Web at
hetp://www.msue.msu.edu/msue/.
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This resource is one in a series on Maintaining the Home which include:

Interior Maintenance
Preventive Home Maintenance Checkup
Make a Basic Toolkit for Simple Home Repairs
Selection and Use of Home Cleaning Products
Discovering the Secrets of Successful Storage
Heating
Furnace Care
Fireplace and Chimney Care
Cooling
Evaporative Cooler
Air Conditioner
Ceiling Fans
Plumbing
Fixing Plugged Sink Drains
How to Unclog a Toilet
Repairing Dripping Faucets
Electrical
How to Set or Reset a Circuit Breaker
How to Replace a Fuse
Appliances
How to Buy an Energy Efficient Home Appliance
Choosing a Water Heater
Maintenance:
Dishwasher Care and Dishwasher Cleaning
Dryer Care and Dryer Cleaning
Freezer Care and Freezer Cleaning
Garbage Disposal Care and Cleaning
Range and Oven Care and Range Cleaning
Refrigerator Care and Refrigerator Cleaning
Small Electrical Appliance Care and Cleaning
Washer Care and Cleaning
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Flooring
Buying new carpet
Carpet Care and Cleaning
Wood Floors Care and Cleaning
Ceramic Tile Floors Care and Cleaning
Vinyl Floor Coverings Care and Cleaning
Walls
Selecting and Applying Paint
Wallpaper Selection and Cleaning
Repairing Walls
Furniture
Furnishing Your New Home: Color and Design

Selecting Fabric For Home Furnishings

Exterior Maintenance

Home Exterior
Foundations, Basements and Yards

Exterior Walls, Windows, and Doors
Roof
A Guide To Roofs

Roof Maintenance

Landscaping and Lawn Care
Principles of Xeriscape

Watering Your Lawn

Home Safety

Child-Proofing Your Home

Is Your Home Safe From Fire Hazards?
Smoke Alarms Save Lives

Carbon Monoxide Alarms

Are Your Children Safe From Poisons?
Protecting Yourself Against Burglary
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Conservation

Weatherize Your Home

Easy Tips to Save Money and the Planet
How to Stop Air Leaks Around Windows
Energy-Efficient Heating and Cooling
Indoor Water Conservation Tips

Outdoor Water Conservation Tips

Environment Issues
Green Building

Reduce-Reuse-Recycle: Alternatives for Waste
Management

Create a home recycling center

Healthy Indoor Air for New Mexico Homes
Dealing with Mold

Household Hazardous Waste

Hazardous Household Substances: Alternatives That Are
Relatively Free of Toxic Effects

Radon

Pest Control
Cockroaches and Their Control

Southwest Insects

Accessible Living

Update your home for a lifetime of living

Vision Loss & Hearing Loss

Hand Dexterity, Strength and Range of Motion
Cognitive Difficulties

Mobility Impairments, Balance and Coordination
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