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Maintaining the Home:
Washer Care and Cleaning

Be careful when using laundry products not to 
spill them on the exterior of the washer. Wipe 
up any spills promptly with a damp soft cloth 
or paper towel. Most washer tops are porcelain 
enamel, which is quite resistant, but will be 
damaged by acids in rust removers or by long 
exposure to other chemicals. Sides and front 
of washer cabinets and some tops are synthetic 
enamel, which will be damaged quickly by 
ammonia, chlorine bleach, abrasives and solvents. 

Do not spray pre-wash soil and stain removers 
onto garments on top of the washer. They can 
corrode painted and plastic parts such as the 
control panel. Do not treat garments with rust 
removers on top of the washer. Instead, use a sink 
and follow the label instructions. 

Turn off hot and cold water faucets going to the 
tub between washdays to prevent water pressure 
strain on hoses. Check that hoses are not kinked 
or bent. 

If you are away and no hot water has been used 
in the house for two weeks or longer, open all hot 
water faucets and let them run several minutes 
before using the washer or any other electrical 
appliance connected to hot water. Do not smoke 
or light any flame while faucets are running. 
Hydrogen gas, which is flammable and explosive, 
may build up in the water heater and hot water 
pipes if hot water is not used for a long time.

Washer Cleaning 

If a very dirty or linty wash leaves soil residue 
behind, wipe out the inner tub. Leave the lid 
open so the tub will dry. Clean lint filters, and 
dispensers as directed in the manual. NEVER 
use detergent to clean fabric softener dispensers 
as residue left behind can combine with fabric 
softener to stain clothes. 

Wash outside of the washer with mild suds, rinse 
and wipe dry. Creamy appliance wax can be used 
occasionally, especially on painted surfaces, for 
extra surface protection. 

If hard water minerals build up a deposit inside 
the washer, do not use a vinegar rinse unless you 
contact the washer manufacturer or dealer and get 
their OK. Porcelain enamel washer inner tubs are 
made to resist alkalis (in detergent and laundry 
additives) not acids. Long exposure to acids can 
etch and roughen porcelain enamel tubs so they 
damage fabrics and may also rust metal parts of 
the washer.

This material was adapted from publications 
produced by Michigan State University. Michigan 
State publications can be found on the Web at 
http://www.msue.msu.edu/msue/imp/mod02/
master02.html.
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This resource is one in a series on Maintaining the Home which include:

Interior Maintenance
Preventive Home Maintenance Checkup

Make a Basic Toolkit for Simple Home Repairs

Selection and Use of Home Cleaning Products

Discovering the Secrets of Successful Storage 

Heating
Furnace Care
Fireplace and Chimney Care

Cooling
Evaporative Cooler
Air Conditioner
Ceiling Fans

Plumbing
Fixing Plugged Sink Drains
How to Unclog a Toilet
Repairing Dripping Faucets

Electrical
How to Set or Reset a Circuit Breaker
How to Replace a Fuse

Appliances
How to Buy an Energy Efficient Home Appliance
Choosing a Water Heater
Maintenance:

Dishwasher Care and Dishwasher Cleaning
Dryer Care and Dryer Cleaning
Freezer Care and Freezer Cleaning
Garbage Disposal Care and Cleaning 
Range and Oven Care and Range Cleaning
Refrigerator Care and Refrigerator Cleaning 
Small Electrical Appliance Care and Cleaning 
Washer Care and Cleaning

Flooring
Buying new carpet
Carpet Care and Cleaning
Wood Floors Care and Cleaning
Ceramic Tile Floors Care and Cleaning
Vinyl Floor Coverings Care and Cleaning

Walls
Selecting and Applying Paint
Wallpaper Selection and Cleaning
Repairing Walls

Furniture
Furnishing Your New Home: Color and Design
Selecting Fabric For Home Furnishings

Exterior Maintenance

Home Exterior
Foundations, Basements and Yards
Exterior Walls, Windows, and Doors

Roof
A Guide To Roofs
Roof Maintenance

Landscaping and Lawn Care
Principles of Xeriscape
Watering Your Lawn

Home Safety
Child-Proofing Your Home

Is Your Home Safe From Fire Hazards?

Smoke Alarms Save Lives

Carbon Monoxide Alarms

Are Your Children Safe From Poisons?

Protecting Yourself Against Burglary
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Conservation
Weatherize Your Home

Easy Tips to Save Money and the Planet

How to Stop Air Leaks Around Windows

Energy-Efficient Heating and Cooling

Indoor Water Conservation Tips

Outdoor Water Conservation Tips

Environment Issues
Green Building

Reduce-Reuse-Recycle: Alternatives for Waste 
Management

Create a home recycling center

Healthy Indoor Air for New Mexico Homes

Dealing with Mold

Household Hazardous Waste

Hazardous Household Substances: Alternatives That Are 
Relatively Free of Toxic Effects

Radon

Pest Control
Cockroaches and Their Control

Southwest Insects

Accessible Living
Update your home for a lifetime of living

Vision Loss & Hearing Loss 

Hand Dexterity, Strength and Range of Motion

Cognitive Difficulties

Mobility Impairments, Balance and Coordination
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